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Tomb in the 1945 November 7 celebrations. He is a giant
of a man, tall, with broad shoulders, and immense hands.
He is very tolerant and patient at interviews. He talks
freely about the educational problems of Russia and asks
penetrating questions about British education. He plans
to exchange university text-books with foreign universities,
and he gives the impression that he would encourage the
interchange of students between Russia and other countries.
It is said that Kaftanov is the son of a peasant from the
east of Russia. He has the easy ways of a countryman.
There is a natural greatness about the man, due to a blending
of assurance and tolerance in his manner.
The Ministry for Higher Education has under it 764
higher educational institutes. Twenty-nine of these are
universities; most of the remainder are really staff colleges
for the other Ministries. The universities concentrate
their attention upon purely academic studies. Their
graduates become research workers in the Academy of
Sciences, or scholars in museums, or teachers in higher
education establishments. Their main purpose is not to
produce technicians for industry or even medical men or
lawyers; such as these are trained by technical institutes.
Medical doctors, for example, are trained in Medical
institutes under a Ministry of Health. Lawyers are trained
in Law institutes under a Ministry of Justice. Industrial
chemists are trained in institutes of chemical technology
under a Ministry for Chemical Industry. Teachers are
trained in pedagogical institutes under a Ministry of
Education. These technical institutes are (like so many
Soviet social institutions) subject to a dual control: on the
one hand the buildings and other property belong to
the Ministry concerned; the Ministry pays the salaries
and expenses; it submits for approval courses of study;
it manages the research programme of the institute. The
Ministry for Higher Education, on the other hand, must
approve the syllabus and courses of study, the profes-
sorial appointments, the standard of examinations, etc.

